
 

 

World Projects Corporation is proud to present 
 

The 1
st
 Annual  

BUDAPEST INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
HUNGARY 

July 2 – July 6, 2011 
 
Dear Music Educators and Group Administrators: 
 

Thank you for considering the Budapest International Music Festival as your music performance tour in 2011.  

This festival promises to be an outstanding music education and performance event for both instrumental and choral 

ensembles. 
 

It is our mission to provide your fine musicians with an experience that allows an opportunity for musical growth 

while being a rewarding performance trip. Festival activities include an adjudicated group performance and full 

ensemble workshop, as well as many opportunities for international exchange through social functions and music.  

Admission into the festival is based on audition only; however we encourage groups of varying abilities to apply, as 

music education through live performance can be very beneficial to groups at various stages of development.  The 

Budapest International Music Festival will feature an outstanding faculty of instrumental and choral 

professionals.  
 

Faculty for 2011 will include Mr. Bert Aalders (Netherlands) as Artistic Director (Past President for the World 

Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles (WASBE)) as well as two other acclaimed instrumental clinicians 

from Europe or the USA. Three renowned choral educators will also serve on the Festival Faculty in 2011. 
 

World Projects has worked with such acclaimed instrumental faculty as Mr. Stephen Williams (Australia), Dr. 

Dennis Johnson (USA), Mr. Glenn Price (Canada), Mr. Cao Peng (China), Mr. Geoffrey Brand (UK), Mr. Felix 

Hauswirth (Switzerland), Professor Mitsukazu Suwaki (Japan), and many more.  Past choral faculty at World 

Project events has included Mr. Granville Oldham (USA), Mr. George Torbay (Australia), Mr. Weston Noble 

(USA), and many more. 
 

In additional to the Budapest International Music Festival, World Projects can also arrange custom tours before or 

after the Festival to such destinations as Bratislava, Vienna, Salzburg, Prague, and more! 
 

We hope you will join us in Budapest in 2011 as we continue to share in growing and communicating through the 

universal language of music.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can be of further assistance in making this 

journey a reality for your group. 
 

Sincerely,      

 

 

 

Deborah Lee Gibbs Bert Aalders  

CEO   Artistic Director  

World Projects Corporation  Budapest International Music Festival 
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2011 Budapest International Music Festival - Preliminary Schedule 
(Subject to change) 

 

 

DAY ONE: Saturday, July 2, 2011 – BUDAPEST ARRIVAL 

Morning/Afternoon Groups arrive into Budapest either by coach or air transportation. You will be met 

by your coaches (if arriving by air) and transfer to your hotel in central Budapest 

(hotel arrangements can be made by World Projects as part of a custom tour 

proposal).  

Enjoy some free time and lunch on own. 

Evening Dinner on your own or it may be arranged through World Projects. 

The director will be required to attend the Director‘s Orientation Meeting this 

evening. The rest of the evening is free!    
 

 

DAY TWO: Sunday, July 3, 2011 – BUDAPEST – Workshop 

Morning  Breakfast on own (or arranged by World Projects). 

 This morning, enjoy a group 

workshop with the Festival Faculty 

at the Aladár Rácz School of 

Music either this morning or 

afternoon (additional cost).  

Afternoon Lunch on your own and free time 

to enjoy sightseeing or own 

activities. Possible rehearsal time 

may be available. 

Evening Enjoy a Festival Dinner Cruise 

along the Danube River with all 

Festival participants.  
 

 

DAY THREE: Monday, July 4, 2011 – BUDAPEST – Village Performance & Master Class 

Morning  Breakfast on own (or arranged by World Projects). 

  This morning, travel to a nearby village surrounding Budapest and enjoy a 

performance with local instrumental or choral ensembles. 

Afternoon  Afterwards, return to Budapest and lunch on your own. 

  Free time to enjoy independent sightseeing/shopping in Budapest. 

Evening Dinner on own or it may be arranged through World Projects. 

Attend the Festival Master Class session at a venue in Budapest featuring a local 

ensemble (TBC).  
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DAY FOUR: Tuesday, July 5, 2011 – BUDAPEST – Adjudicated & Showcase Performances  

Morning  Breakfast on own (or arranged by World Projects). 

  Sound checks this morning (30 minutes per ensemble) on stage in the Palace of 

Arts ―Bartok National Concert Hall‖. 

Afternoon  Lunch on your own near the venue. 

Afternoon Adjudicated Concert (40 

minutes performance set) in the 

Palace of Arts ―Bartok National 

Concert Hall‖.  

Late afternoon - sound checks for 

Showcase Ensembles (30 minutes 

per ensemble) on stage in the 

Palace of Arts ―Bartok National 

Concert Hall‖. 

Evening   Dinner on your own or it may be 

   arranged by World Projects. 

   Showcase Concert in the Palace of 

  Arts ―Bartok National Concert Hall‖ featuring a world-class ensemble (TBC). 

 

 

DAY FIVE: Wednesday, July 6, 2011 – BUDAPEST DEPARTURE 

Morning  Breakfast on own (or arranged by World Projects). 

 Check out of the hotel and depart for your home via coach or air transportation. 

 OR – continue your travel throughout Europe to destinations such as Vienna, 

Salzburg, Bratislava, Prague, and much more! 

Thank you for participating in the 

2011 Budapest International Music Festival! 
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Organization 
The 2011 Budapest International Music Festival will be held at various venues throughout Budapest, 

Hungary, including the Palace of Arts – Bartok National Concert Hall and the Aladár Rácz School of 

Music 

 

World Projects Corporation, an international music festival and concert tour production company located 

in Benicia, California, is the founder and producer of the Budapest International Music Festival. World 

Projects Europe, located in Arnhem, The Netherlands, is working together with World Projects 

Corporation. For information please contact your World Projects office – see application page for details. 

 

Festival clinicians and staff are all of the highest quality and reputation. 

 

World Projects Mission Statement 
With music education as our priority, World Projects provides musicians with life changing performance 

opportunities and cultural exchange through travel. 

 

Festival Facilities 
The Budapest International Music Festival will utilize two main facilities in Budapest - the Palace of Arts 

(Bartok National Concert Hall) and the Aladár Rácz School of Music. 

Further information on each venue: 

 

THE PALACE OF ARTS (http://www.muveszetekpalotaja.hu)  
The Palace of Arts (Művészetek Palotája in Hungarian) in Ferencváros, Budapest, Hungary, 

officially opened in March 2005. The Palace of Arts and National Theatre are part of the new 

Millennium City. This site is situated on the last large vacant parcel of riverfront land in 

Budapest. 

 

Bartok National Concert Hall – Indoor Performance Venue 

The Bartok National Concert Hall is located in the heart of the 

new Palace of Arts and has the dimensions of a Gothic 

cathedral. The auditorium of the National Concert Hall 

accommodates a maximum of 1699 people, and 130 podium 

seats can be added by chamber concerts. For students there are 

136 standing places on the side galleries in the second and third 

floors. In spring 2006, the "queen" of the instruments, a new 

concert organ, took her place in the Béla Bartók Concert Hall. 

This magnificent instrument, with its 92 registers and 5 

manuals, was under construction for thirteen months, involving 

some sixty expert professionals. 

 

 

ALADÁR RÁCZ SCHOOL OF MUSIC (http://www.razeneiskola.hu) 

The Aladár Rácz School of Music was established in Budapest over thirty years ago and was 

named after the world-famous Hungarian cymbalom player Aladár Rácz (1886-1958). The 

school‘s staff consists of more than fifty music teachers teaching approximately a thousand 

students in over twenty subjects. Teachers and students play and perform in 15 different 

ensembles on a regular basis.  In September 2001, Aladár Rácz School of Music moved into a 

new building with sound-isolated teaching rooms, outdoor concert facilities, and a concert hall for 

an audience of 150 complete with air conditioning and studio equipment. 

 

 

http://www.muveszetekpalotaja.hu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferencv%C3%A1ros
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budapest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2005
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Theatre_%28Budapest%29
http://www.razeneiskola.hu/
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Festival Adjudication 
Each ensemble at the 2011 BUDAPEST INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL will be given 40 minutes of 

performance time at the Festival Adjudicated Concert.  Our esteemed panel of adjudicators will critique 

your performance and offer written comments, which are given to the director at the conclusion of the 

concert.  Each group must submit three copies of original scores for each piece of music being 

adjudicated.   

 

Festival Awards 
Based on the performance level as perceived by the adjudication panel, each group will receive a Gold, 

Silver, or Bronze award.  There is no limit to the number of Gold, Silver, or Bronze awards.  Each 

performing artist will receive a Certificate of Participation. 

 

Full Ensemble Workshops 
Each group will receive one (1) one-hour coaching session from a member of the Festival Faculty, using a 

private rehearsal format. Generally, this session uses the group‘s festival music during the workshop. 

Directors will have ample opportunity to discuss the content of these sessions with the clinician prior to 

the workshop. 

 

Master Class 
The Festival will open with a master class/performance presented by a local ensemble from the Budapest 

area (details TBC). 

 

Village Performance and Exchange 
Each performing ensemble will have the opportunity to travel to a village outside of Budapest and 

exchange with a local instrumental or choral ensemble.  

 

Limited Participation 
In order to insure a quality experience, the festival is generally limited to a maximum of six (6) 

participating groups.  Groups that are denied entry based on available festival capacity will be given first 

priority in the following year (unless an organization is denied based on its music submission). Once 

accepted, space for a group is reserved for 30 days. However, it can only be guaranteed upon receipt of 

the non-refundable deposit. 

 

Jazz Bands 
Although jazz bands cannot be scheduled for adjudicated festival performances, students in jazz bands are 

welcome to accompany the group and participate in all other educational and cultural activities during 

Festival Week.  

 

Length of Stay 
To ensure that students receive the maximum educational benefit from the festival, all participating 

groups are asked to arrive into Budapest in time for the Festival Orientation (Day One) and remain until at 

least Day 5.  Extra days in Europe can be arranged for your group either before or after the 5 day/4 night 

Festival. 

 

Social Events — Students / All Participants 
The Festival will host a semi-formal Dinner Cruise along the Danube River, which includes 

entertainment, for all festival participants. 
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Festival Directors’ Reception 
A Festival Directors‘ Reception will be held on the first evening of the Festival. Directors will have an 

opportunity to meet and talk with educators from the various regions represented in an informal setting. 

We encourage the directors to invite three (3) additional representatives from their group to attend and 

participate. 

 

Air Arrangements 
Air travel to and from the Budapest International Music Festival can be arranged by World Projects at 

competitive market rates.  Should the Budapest International Music Festival be a part of a more elaborate 

custom tour proposal for your ensemble, estimated air costs can be included. You can elect to receive a 

‗ground only‘ quote; however, it is strongly recommended you allow World Projects to arrange your air 

travel (if applicable), as this can be a complicated process concerning ticketing, visas, etc., and World 

Projects works in conjunction with established air travel partners to ensure the best price available. 

 

Pre / Post Festival Performance Touring 
World Projects can arrange customized touring plans for your ensemble, either before the Festival or 

afterwards.  You may be interested in exploring more of Central Europe and visiting/performing in such 

cities as Bratislava, Vienna, Salzburg, Prague, and more!  Or you may wish to venture into other areas of 

Europe such as Spain, France, Germany, Austria or Italy!  World Projects will be happy to work with 

your ideas and offer suggestions on musically and culturally beneficial touring plans! 

 

Director’s Information Packet 
A Director‘s Information Packet will be mailed to all accepted and deposited groups. This packet will 

contain more detailed information regarding the Festival, as well as forms to be completed by each group 

and returned to World Projects – see application page for details. 

 

Festival Application Procedure 
Send a completed application form (attached) and a recent CD, DVD, audio or videotape that is 

representative of your group‘s performance level and anticipated festival repertoire to your nearest World 

Projects Office (see Application Form for contact details).  

 

The deadline for application for the 2011 Festival is December 15, 2010. Each ensemble accepted for 

participation will be required to submit a non-refundable deposit in order to hold space in the festival. 

Groups will be admitted based on their audition submission and on a space available basis until the 

festival is full.  A group may be accepted into the festival after the application deadline with the approval 

of the Festival Artistic Director. 

 

Festival Participation Agreement 
Once your group deposit has been received, World Projects will require the group leader to sign a Group 

Festival Agreement which will outline terms and conditions including package costs, 

inclusions/exclusions and the Payment & Cancellation Schedule. 
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Participants Festival Package 
World Projects will prepare a custom quote for your group to attend the Budapest International Music 

Festival, based on your requirements and any specific requests you may have.  The following is included 

in the cost of the Festival, with additional ground arrangements including hotel / coaching /sightseeing / 

air travel available through World Projects as part of a custom tour proposal: 

 

 

Festival Inclusions: 
 Festival Directors‘ Reception 

 Festival Master Class for all participants at a venue in Budapest (TBC) 

 One (1) performance for the group in a village surrounding Budapest 

 One (1) workshop per ensemble with a member of the Festival Faculty 

 Festival Dinner Cruise along the Danube River (includes buffet dinner) 

 One (1) Festival Adjudicated performance per ensemble and written adjudication comments 

 Festival performance CD (one per group) 

 Official Festival Souvenir Program 

 Official Festival T-shirt 

 Festival Award Plaque 

 Festival registration fees 

 Access to all Festival Concerts & Events 

 Percussion and other equipment as per the Festival Director‘s Packet 

 Director‘s Packet 

 Artist Pass Lanyard 

 

Festival Exclusions: 
 Ground arrangements including hotel / coaching / sightseeing / meals etc. – which can all be arranged 

by World Projects as part of a custom tour proposal 

 Airfare and related taxes/surcharges 

 Meals not mentioned in Inclusions (Festival Dinner Cruise Banquet is included) 

 Items of a personal nature (laundry, room service, etc.) 

 Additional sightseeing excursions (World Projects can arrange a variety of Budapest sightseeing 

activities which can be integrated into your custom tour proposal) 
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FESTIVAL FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

 1.  Do chaperones / adults / non-performing travelers have to pay the same package costs as the 

performers? 

 

Yes.  In order to keep the cost of participating in the Festival affordable for as many students as possible, 

World Projects presents a blanket package cost.  Creating a reduced rate for non-performers would 

increase the performer costs significantly, and thus we maintain one cost for all travelers. 

 

 2.  Does the package cost cover any type of Travel or Medical Insurance? 

 

No.  Travel and Medical Insurance is not included as there are specific and varied types of coverage 

available depending on your individual needs.  Travel, Medical, and Trip Cancellation insurance can be 

arranged through World Projects upon request at an additional cost.   

 

 3.  Does World Projects have any type of Liability Insurance? 

 

Yes.  According to California State Law, World Projects is required to hold $3 million Travel Agents 

Professional Liability Insurance Coverage.  This is not a form of Travel, Medical, or Trip Cancellation 

Insurance for groups—rather a form of insurance coverage for World Projects. 

 

Upon request, World Projects can list your school and/or school district as a ‗co-insured‘.  A customized 

Certificate of Liability will then be produced showing your school and/or school district as a co-insured 

for the event you are attending.  For further detailed information, World Projects can provide a copy of 

the Liability Policy upon request. 

 

 4.  In the event that my child cannot attend the Festival after making payments, what is the 

refund policy? 

 

World Projects has put in place a generous cancellation schedule, which can be found in this prospectus.  

This schedule outlines the percentage of payments made that are refundable and until when.  All 

cancellation charges (if any apply) will be represented on your group‘s final invoice. 

 

When cancellations occur, our first recommendation is that a replacement is found to take the cancelled 

traveler‘s spot on the tour.  That way, all finances can be dealt with internally at the school or 

organization, and cancellation fees need not be assessed (unless air transportation is involved). 

 

World Projects does, however, acknowledge that unforeseen circumstances do arise and will be reviewed 

on a case-by-case basis.  In the event of a death in the family or illness/injury that prevents travel (as 

examples), World Projects will review what monies can be recovered from outside vendors (such as 

airlines, hotels, etc.).  These vendors establish their own cancellation schedules, which World Projects 

must adhere to. 

 

5.  When do I need to submit rooming lists, repertoire, and other information about my group? 

 

About six months out from the event (or after this date for late applicants), World Projects will send you a 

Director‘s Packet.  Included in this packet are a number of forms we have created to make submitting 

necessary information to us as simple as possible.  World Projects customizes each Director‘s Packet so 

only the forms that apply to your group are included.  We ask that these forms be returned to us 

approximately 3-4 months out of an event, allowing us enough time to make all of the arrangements for 

your festival experience.  We do understand that changes may occur after information is submitted and 

will try to accommodate changes when possible. 



World Projects Corporation                            Budapest International Music Festival                           Page 9 

 

6. I want all of my students to be in quad rooms; however, after putting together my rooming 

list I’ve discovered I have an odd number of students left over.  Can they stay in a triple, 

double, or single room at the quad rate? 

 

World Projects has created four different packages based on the different rooming configurations. 

Unfortunately, in this type of forced rooming situation, World Projects cannot make concessions for the 

package rates.  What we recommend is that the additional cost of these packages compared to the quad 

rate be prorated among the paying travelers.  This generally works out be a very small additional cost per 

person. 

 

7. Can World Projects organize any sightseeing activities or meals for my group outside of the 

                    Festival package?  Can we arrange sightseeing ourselves? 

 

Yes.  World Projects will supply you with an ‗Optional Sightseeing Activities‘ form in the Director‘s 

Packet.  This form will include a number of popular sightseeing activities in the Festival city and the 

additional costs.  Once you have selected the activities you wish to enjoy, World Projects will arrange 

these tours for your group around your Festival commitments. 

  

Should you wish to partake in a sightseeing activity not listed on the form, World Projects will research 

costs and present these to you.  All additional costs for optional sightseeing activities will be represented 

on your group‘s final invoice. 

 

You are also welcome to make your own sightseeing arrangements for your group or for individual 

travelers.  However, World Projects does request that we are informed of the date and times of your group 

sightseeing activities to ensure that there are no conflicts with your Festival commitments. 

 

8.      Can World Projects arrange air travel for my group? If so, how does this work? 

  

World Projects will be able to provide competitive quotes and prompt service to all of our clients 

requesting air costs. 
  

World Projects will make all of the initial inquiries on your behalf, and should you decide to take any of 

the quotes offered, we will act as your representative on all aspects of your air transportation including the 

names list, equipment list, etc.  World Projects will invoice you separately for airfare related costs. 

 

9. Can you explain the invoicing process to me in further detail?  

 

Upon acceptance, each performing group will be invoiced for the $2,000 nonrefundable deposit which 

secures your position in the Festival. 

 

The next payment request is a per person progress payment.  World Projects will invoice you for the total 

number of travelers indicated in recent correspondence or on your Festival application form.  This total 

number of travelers invoiced will include any applicable gratis travelers.  The value amount of a gratis 

package (the cost of a double occupancy package) will be credited to your final invoice. 

 

The Final Invoice will show a detailed breakdown of all costs associated with your tour (including the 

rooming summary, any optional sightseeing or meals, and any applicable cancellation charges).  Your 

final balance due will be based on these calculations.  Any additions to your tour after the final invoice 

has been created and sent will be billed on a Supplemental Invoice.   
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10.  Can World Projects organize additional equipment for our group to use during the Festival  

(i.e. string bass, additional percussion, etc.)? 

 

Depending on the availability of the instrument(s) requested, World Projects can arrange the rental of 

extra instruments not provided by the Festival at an additional cost.  In some cases, there may be other 

ensembles that are also in need of the same additional equipment.  In this instance, World Projects can 

often split the additional equipment cost between ensembles.  Please contact the Festival Operations 

Manager with your requests as early as possible. 

 

11.  At what point can we expect a personalized itinerary for our time during the Festival? 

 

The itinerary shown in the Prospectus acts as a guide for what you can expect during the event.  After 

your progress payment has been received, World Projects will send you a draft individual schedule, which 

will give you a better idea of your group‘s movements during the event. 

 

From this point on, the Festival Operations Manager will continue to update your group‘s schedule with 

new information such as exact performance, workshop, and meal times, venues, etc.  Before you depart 

for the Festival, you will have a FINAL itinerary for your time during the event. 

 



 

BUDAPEST INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Official Application Form 

July 2 – July 6, 2011 
NOTE: Applications close on December 15, 2010 or when the Festival is full 

 

Please circle the type(s) of group(s) applying to participate: 
 

Wind Ensemble Orchestra Other Instrumental Choir 

 

Name of Organization: _________________________________________________________________  

Name of Group(s): ____________________________________________________________________  

Name of Director (with title): ____________________________________________________________  

Address of Group(s): _______________________________________  City: _____________________  

State or Province: _____________  Postal Code: _____________  Country:______________________  

Telephone: ___________________  Facsimile: ___________________  E-mail: ___________________  

 

 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

 Number of Performers:  ______   ______   _____  

 Number of Directors:  ______   ______   _____  

 Number of Chaperones:  ______   ______   _____  

 Number of Other Staff:  ______   ______   _____  

 

 Total Number of Participants (all groups):  ______  

 

Previous Festivals and Tours attended by group(s): ___________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Recent Repertoire: ____________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Please send the following items for each separate group with this application: (alumni need not to reaudition) 

 1. Recent audiocassette, CD, DVD or videotape (VHS-NTSC format) 

2. Any copies of previous adjudication or judging forms (if available) OR a current repertoire 

list. 
 

If accepted, a non-refundable deposit is required to hold space in the Festival. 

 

Signatures: 

 

_______________________________________                      ___________________________________ 

Group Director                                                                           School Principal or Group Administrator 

Date:  __________________________________                     Date:  ______________________________  

 

Please return this form and all materials to:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Budapest International Music Festival 

World Projects 

601 First Street / Suite 200 

Benicia, CA 94510 


